A Zionist and A Palestinian Perspective of Israel/Palestine History

Note: Numbers in parentheses at the end of points below represent the importance of that point in each of the presented

perspectives. (1) is the most important for each, (2) is next, etc.

A Zionist Perspective

A Palestinian Perspective

ground

[J The conflict of Israel-Palestine is relatively simple: Zionists
want Jewish supremacy in the historic land of Palestine
with some wanting as few Palestinians as possible while
Palestinians want self-determination and their human rights
honored, including equal rights as Israelis.

[ Jews, Christians, and Muslims coexisted peacefully in
Palestine until the immigration of Zionists.

[ Palestinians should not have to pay for Germany’s crimes.

1915 -
1917

! https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-186346/
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[J In 1915-6 the British agreed in the McMahon-Hussein
Correspondence to Arab independence if they fought with
the British to overthrow the Ottoman Empire. The Arabs

lost 20,000 men in the fighting.
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[J On June 5, 1967, Israel pre-emptively attacked Egypt,
Jordan, and Syria. Egypt had previously asked UN
peacekeepers to leave the Sinai and had declared a
blockade of Israel’'s access to the Red Sea. In six days
Israel captured the West Bank including East Jerusalem
from Jordan, the Gaza strip and Sinai from Egypt, and the
Golan Heights from Syria. The land Israel controlled more
than tripled in one week.
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1973 - [J On October 6, 1973, Arab countries led by Egypt and Syria [ Still today, Israel controls land taken illegally by force: land

1979 initiated a surprise attack on Israel on Yom Kippur. in Israel and the West Bank from Palestinians, Gaza from
[J The war highlighted Israel’s vulnerability to being Egypt, West Bank including East Jerusalem from Jordan,
surrounded by enemies and the need for US protection the Golan Heights from Syria.
and peace.

[J In 1978 Egypt and Israel took part in the Camp David
Accords when Israel returned the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt
which led to the 1979 Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty when
Egypt became the first Arab country to recognize Israel.

[J Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East with equal
rights for all its citizens.

In December 1987 the First Intifada (Uprising or Shaking
Off) began. This was a series of protests, acts of civil
disobedience, and riots in response to 20 years of
occupation and human rights violations by Israel against
Palestinians.

[J Israel's responses to the uprising were violent crackdowns
on protestors. Israeli military fired on protesters. Tension
escalated and within a few weeks while no Israelis died, 22
Palestinians, including five minors were killed. In 1988,
70,000 Israeli soldiers were deployed to the occupied
territories with instructions to “break Palestinians’ bones.”
By the end of 1988, about 10,000 Palestinians were held
without charge for months.

[J Under this environment, Hamas was formed.
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[J Peace efforts followed with the Madrid Conference in 1991
and Oslo Accords in 1993.

[J The Oslo Accords were promoted as a way to a Palestinian
state within four years. Israel has yet to recognize a
Palestinian state 30 years later. Contrary to the accords,
Israel continues to violate the accords, such as by
developing and growing Jewish-only settlements on
Palestinian land.

[J None of the peace talks dealt with the fundamental issues:

honoring of all human rights, full self-determination of

Palestinians, or the right of return. Palestinians have

consistently been expected to give up rights to their land,

airspace, control of their borders, and a right to defend
themselves militarily.

1995

[J Second Intifada - Palestinian suicide bombers kill Israelis in
2005 buses and cafes. Israel starts construction of a security
barrier (fence/wall) in the West Bank.

2 https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-202407 19-adv-01-00-en.pdf
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2008 -

2010

[J Palestinians launch rockets into Israel. Israel launches
military campaigns on Gaza in 2008-9 (Operation Cast
Lead), 2012 (Pillar of Defense), 2014 (Operation
Protective Edge),

[J Israel claims self-defense in its attacks on Gaza.

[J Israel had incarcerated thousands of Palestinians prior to
sending rockets.

Palestinians Israelis killed
killed
Operation Cast 1,391 3 Israeli
Lead (2008-9) including 318 | civilians + 5
children soldiers +
Israel killed 4
of its own.
Operation 1,462 5 civilians
Protective Edge including 551 including 1
(2014) children and child.
299 women

[J Israel as an occupying power does not have the right to

‘self-defense’ from its occupied per 2004 opinion.?

3 https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf

Texas Coalition for Human Rights (TXCHR.org)

50f7




2018 [J Israel passes Nation State Law stating that Israel is a state [J Palestinians conduct a peaceful “March of Return” from
of the Jews rather than of its citizens. President Trump Gaza every Friday for one year demanding the right of two
moves the US embassy to Jerusalem. thirds of the population in Gaza, whose families are from
what is now Israel, their right to return. They are attacked
by Israeli snipers killing 266 people and injuring almost
30,000 others in one year.*
[J The US embassy move is illegal under international law.
2020 [(J The Trump administration proposes its peace plan entitled [J The plan required Israel control of Palestinian airspace,
“Peace to Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the Lives of the borders and be the military power in control of the area -
Palestinian and Israeli People.” It is rejected by Palestinians would be denied their own defense
Palestinians. capabilities. Palestinians had restrictions on their
[J The Trump administration initiates the Abraham Accords. immigration and had to give up their efforts in the
These trade and recognition agreements between Israel international courts. During the press conference Prime
and Arab countries are supported by the US with military Minister Netanyahu announced plans to annex parts of the
and political support. West Bank. The plan described an occupation without the
rights of an occupied people.

[J The Abraham Accords undermine Palestinian rights by
enticing Arab countries into commercial and military deals
at the expense of Arab countries demanding Israel honor
Palestinian human rights.

2023 -
2024

4 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/3/30/gazas-great-march-of-return-protests-explained
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