
Late 19th century: Ideas of
nationalism and self-
determination spread

WWI, British Mandate, WWII

Human rights and
chances for self-
determination in

Europe lost
through genocide

United States Role during this
period: 

 -Instrumental in supporting the
Balfour Declaration/Mandate at the

Versailles Conference in 1919
 

-President Wilson organized King
Crane Commission which found
population of Palestine wanted

complete independence under a
provisional Arab government; 

findings ignored

Loss SELF-DETERMINATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS Gain

Zionism is a
colonial

movement at
the expense

of
Palestinians. 

Conference
endorses
unlimited
Jewish

immigration
to Palestine 

-Chance for
escape from

ongoing
persecution 

-Potential self-
determination

-Arab
Palestinians

largely
excluded from
government
-Unlimited
migration

British
backing of

Zionist proto-
state to

pursue their
colonial

ambitions

-Secular 
political

movement for
Jewish self-

determination 
-Solution to

ongoing
persecution in

Europe

1896-7
Birth of Zionism:

Theodor Herzl
publishes The
Jewish State
First Zionist
Congress 

1939-1945
Holocaust

Jews are
massacred by the
Germans in WWII

Based on
promise of self-
determination,
Arabs revolt

against
Ottomans; lose

20,000 lives

1915-16
Hussein-
McMahon

Correspondence
Britain promises Arab

independence for
WWI revolt.

1917
Balfour

Declaration
Britain promises

Jews a homeland
in Palestine

1920
San Remo

Conference
Allied powers assign
mandates including
language of Balfour

Declaration

1922-1948
British Mandate
League of Nations
assigns Britain as

tutelary Great
Power over
Palestine 

1936-1939
Great Arab Revolt

Strike evolves into
armed rebellion against
British rule and Jewish

immigration

Britain curtails
Jewish

immigration

-Jews
allowed to
keep arms

-Form Irgun
and Haganah

militias

-British
oppression of

Arabs increases
-Freedom to

defend
themselves is

restricted

Jews are
promised a
homeland in

Palestine after
locals were
promised

independence

Arab
requests for
self-rule are
dismissed

 

United States Role during this
period: 

1938 Evian: US and 32 countries
refuse Jewish refugees

Access Session
Resources

KEY:

Zionist
Jews/Israel Palestinians

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HMOmKFb23XdxFwig444n1UieW0YWfy_eIE7AJvGeGAQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HMOmKFb23XdxFwig444n1UieW0YWfy_eIE7AJvGeGAQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HMOmKFb23XdxFwig444n1UieW0YWfy_eIE7AJvGeGAQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HMOmKFb23XdxFwig444n1UieW0YWfy_eIE7AJvGeGAQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://israeled.org/jewish-colonial-trust/
https://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/2019/06/the-middle-eastern-prince-who-tried-to-change-the-treaty-of-versailles/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/first-zionist-congress-and-basel-program-1897
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/british-army-palestine
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/holocaust
https://www.pbs.org/lawrenceofarabia/revolt/warfare.html
https://www.meforum.org/middle-east-quarterly/how-san-remo-birthed-the-jewish-national-home
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1938v01/comp7
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1919Parisv12/d380
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/25282/25282-h/25282-h.htm
https://www1.udel.edu/History-old/figal/Hist104/assets/pdf/readings/13mcmahonhussein.pdf
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/balfour.asp
https://web.viu.ca/davies/H479B.Imperialism.Nationalism/Sanremo.Conference.1920.htm
https://web.viu.ca/davies/H479B.Imperialism.Nationalism/Sanremo.Conference.1920.htm
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